
PREPARING FOR HOUSING
Cows have milked well this summer & we are getting 
ready for winter with good sil ages (quantity and quality)  
& straights at manageable prices again. Most grass 
silages have significantly higher ME than usual which
will be of enormous benefit. Intakes should be good so 
make sure you assess how much you have when 
planning for the winter.                                                                                                                                               
PLANNING
It is important to know what is in your silage pit,  so if 
you have not already had a sample taken make that a 
priority. Ensure that your silage analysis has the FAA 
logo (UK Forage Analysis Quality Assurance Scheme) &
is suitable for Feed into Milk. The FAA & The FiM logos 
on your analysis are your guarantee that your silage 
analysis is being carried out to the highest standards 
available.   Once you have an analysis and assessed the 
quantities available, it will be worth spending time 
planning your requirements for the winter. Douglas 
Dawson and Karen Soutar are available to help.  
COPING WITH LOWER MILK PRICES
It is bad enough getting a low milk price without 
suffering a further deduction for low butterfat, hig h 
somatic cell counts or costly problems like lameness.  
When the milk price is low, improvements in efficie ncy 
make big differences. Improving hoof condition / 
reducing lameness, boosting fertility & improving th e 
cows ability to fight infection all help reduce los ses and 
boost income. That is why we add Biotin to our dair y 
cakes & have increased our vitamin E level to 100iu/kg 
along with 0.4mg/kg of selenium, including Selpl ex.  
Adequate trace elements & vitamins are crucial at all 
times.  
COWS NEED VITAMIN E AND SELENIUM
Vitamin E and Selenium act together providing essential 
antioxidants the cows need to prevent damage and 
repair damaged tissue. Vitamin E is also crucial to boost 
the cow€s immune system; a healthy immune system 
can significantly reduce all infections including mastitis.  
The dry period management affects the cow€s health 
and performance in lactation, therefore dry cows sh ould 
be split into two groups as the requirements of the first 
6 weeks differ from the last 2 weeks. It is important to 
ensure that dry cows receive the correct level of 
minerals.  

BLENDS
We are making an increasing number of custom 
blends for dairy farmers. Each blend is worked out 
for your specific requirements. The Feed Into Milk 
work has given us a ration programme which is much 
more sophisticated than in the past and we would 
urge dairies to get customised blends to meet their  
individual needs. 
STRAIGHTS / RAW MATERIALS
There is still a lot of confusion about the relativ e feed 
value of different straights, so we have included th e 
handy A4 size table for your reference. Published 
figures for different raw materials vary depending on 
where you look. The figures given are a fair reflec tion 
of values as we find them.  Full Fat Rape is included 
as there is a lot about this year. If you have any 
enquiries about any straights we will be happy to 
answer your questions.  
FOR FERTILITY YIELD & HEALTH
The requirements of trace elements and vitamins 
should be properly calculated. Many cows are 
receiving excess trace elements whereas others are 
deficient, usually subclinically. When we formulate a 
ration the cow€s mineral, trace element and vitamin 
requirements and supply are calculated. ECV dairy
cakes include: 12,500iu/kg vitamin A, 2,500iu/kg 
vitamin D3, 100iu/kg vitamin E, 45mg/kg Copper and 
0.4mg/kg selenium. We add a proportion of the 
copper as Bioplex Copper and the Selenium as Selplex 
Selenium. We also add 35mcg/kg vitamin B12,
2.5mg/kg Biotin, 70mg/kg Manganese, 7mg/kg 
Iodine, 1.25mg/kg Cobalt, 100mg/kg Zinc (including 
Bioplex Zinc). All these are added at levels your cows 
need to help them fight infection, maintain yield a nd 
fertility. In some respects they are part of the hidd en 
bonus of buying East Coast Viners Dairy Cake. We 
add these because your cows need and will benefit 
from them.  
MINERALS
We add significant levels of vitamins and minerals to 
dairy cake, which is great for high yielders on cake, 
but spare a thought for the low yielders. Most cows  
should receive 100 grammes of a suitable mineral 
each day. We are happy to give detailed advice on
minerals.  
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For further information or Winter Prices please con tact:

East Coast Viners Animal Nutrition
Broadwood, Drumlithie, Stonehaven, Kincardineshire,  AB39 3XA
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