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Increased EU beef consumption and a decrease in both
EU suckler and dairy cow numbers should make the
future bright for suckled calf producers and beef
finishers. But there is no room for anything other than
good practice.

Staggers

It is a simple fact that staggers kills and suckler cows
need to be protected against staggers by feeding 15 €
30g of magnesium/head/day as they cannot store
magnesium.

Magnesium Feeds

There are many ways to ensure that cows get their
magnesium; from rolls fed on the ground, blocks,
mineral buckets, magnesium syrups and powdered
minerals. The leaflet enclosed lists the range of
products available from ECV.

Infertility

More cows are culled each year due to fertility than die
of staggers. Replacements are one of the biggest cods
facing suckler units so it is important to get cow
nutrition right to reduce the impact of infertility . If you
have more than 10% cows not in calf after a 10 week
bulling period, look for the reason. Infertility ca n be the
result of infection so consult your vet as well as your
nutritionist.

Energy Levels

The main cause of infertility is either energy shor tage or
oversupply. Cows should be maintained in a condition
score between 2 and 3. Fertility suffers if cows are too
fat or too lean. In many respects overfed cows are
more difficult to deal with than underfed ones; it is
always easy to feed a bit more to gain condition but
losing condition in the weeks before calving brings the
risk of other problems. Aim to maintain cow conditi on
and if they are getting too fat reduce the quality of their
feed rather than the quantity. This may mean less g ood
hay or silage, bought compound or barley mix, but t he
guantity has to be maintained with straw or poorer
fodder to maintain rumen capacity.

Lifeline Pre-Calver

How you feed cows prior to calving has a huge impact
on performance after. In SAC trials Lifeline feed
buckets were shown to boost colostrum quality and
guantity which is particularly beneficial for young cows
or cows under disease pressure. Lifeline Pre-Calveris a
new concept in suckler nutrition which is worth
considering.

Vitamins

Suckler cows need a full range of vitamins. Vitamin E
is vital for the health of both the cow and calf an d is
associated with calf vigour at birth. Vitamin A is vital
for mucus membranes and mucus is naturees lubricant
at birth. Vitamin D3 is essential for calcium and
phosphorus metabolism. Ensure supplements contain
a full range of vitamins.

Trace Elements

Trace elements are too often looked at in isolation.

Interactions mean that all trace elements need to b e
fed in a balanced way. For instance; as well as being
an important antioxidant in itess own right, seleniu m is
an important enzyme activator and is necessary for
iodine to function in the body. It makes sense to

supply a full and balanced range of trace elements.
Many cows are fed in areas where sheep have access,
so ensure there is no added copper in their
supplement. As cows need copper and fertility can
suffer if they are copper deficient, copper injections or
boluses should be used in these situations, consult
your vet if in any doubt.

Calf Creep

Calves benefit from high energy creep feeds fortified
with minerals, vitamins and trace elements. ECV offer
a range of feeds to help you achieve the best from
your calves. Calves show steadier growth if creep
fed as this helps compensate for poor weather, as in
May 2005, getting them ready for concentrates when
they are put on a finishing diet.

2nd Stage Calf Nut

A complementary feed for growing calves from 10 €
12 weeks old. High energy, 17% quality protein and
good palatability. Contains a full level of vitamins and
trace elements.

17% Store Calf Nut
Including double vitamins and trace elements for th e
farmer who wants a nut to mix with their own barley .

17% Beef Stock Nut
A 17% protein nut suitable for weaned calves on
poorer forage. Fully mineralised.

Beef Nuts
A high energy 15% protein ideal for creep feeding
calves on their mothers.

Beef Blend
15% protein, high energy blend with full levels of
minerals, vitamins and trace elements for growing
cattle. Increasingly used as a creep feed for calves.
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